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November 2, 1962 
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mr | “407; ΤᾺΝ leysjecr: Discussions with Various Diplomatic Representatives, jegarding 

- theCuban Developments. ι [ ΝΞ 
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aaueyv cla NAVY 
v “6 7 '"" - 4 4 
set On Ccetober Ὁ, 1962, the reporting officer was invited to 8 dirner at 
| - i 4 the residence of the British Minister in Budapest, tir. Ivor Pinx. frresent 
“7 2 at tre dinner were the Amoassador from Poland, the idinister from Creece, 


a Po] the Minister from Japan, the Charge d'affaires from Sweden, and First 
Secretary of the austrian Legation. 


the evening, the recent US-USSR develcoments 


During the course of 


regarding Cuba were among the principal topics of conversation. The 
ὃ oo] Japanese ilinister sought out the reporting officer to inquire as to the 
i ve q latest developments in this situation. He said that he-.wanted τ express 
τῶ 3} 8 Θ μ᾿ dopreciation to the American Legation for the excellent manner in 
"ΒΥ 2 ΒΓ whdten they had kept him informed regarding these developments. -ne 
A, BS |B [6] xeoorting officer assured the Minister that both he and the Charse 
q i ρι a'Affaires were very pleased to keep him and other appropriate offcers 
Ξ 5 Wa Ἱ of his Legation advised of the US position relative to this matter. αὐ 
2 ἰς ΕἸ a Ὗ 3 thig juncture the Japanese iiinister inquired as to the legal basis cn 
PO AG 2 ΙΧ which the "blockade" of Cuba could properly be justified. I< was cosnt 
aad out that this wag really a “quarantine” action and that one of “ne casic 
A = 6 Ἐ principles of legality in these areas was a nation's inherent rigat of 
Sel AD 23 οἱ self-defense. The Japanese Minister said he understood and zessected 
B 7 hm a Y this inherent right«but he wondered if there were more specific legal 
EN y-~ 3 a rights which could be pointed to. The reporting officer explained “ne 
a 4, 8 provisions of the Rio Pact and the general rights under the 0-5 τὸ take 
no at a ΕΞ action relative to the protection of American states. The Japanese 
= #4 ew |b 3 Minister emphasized that he vas not in any sense being eritical cut chat 
Ba S i ὃ @&| he wished to have a legal basis on which the US action could ce Justified. 
- Es a 5 a a 8 | He particularly raised the point as to whether or not there were any legal 
¥ Ξ “sd σι α- provisions in the agreement existing oetween Cuoa and the US relative to 
- ~2e ww | the Guantanamo Base which would give the US the unlimited righ: 27 access 
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πο 2..¢ Guantanamo Unsal Tase vunler vould inus, op indirection at least, Justify 
tne TE in srotecting thice riinvs of ascees. Tne sacksround oF tne accuisition 
of Guactanars Naval Zase «as exniainec. The Japanese iinister continued to 


explore vegoglly any possiole specific legal tustifications for the US "blockade" 


~ « 


Tne Polish Arbassador was relatively silent regarding the general sudject 
but he did take occasion to stress the "statesmanlike quality that Mr. Khrushchev 
nad srowm" in nandling this matter in a way which had avoided a major catastrophe. 
It would apvear from the remarks made by the Polish Ambassador that particular 
gzress will se laid on the “statesmanship” of Mr. Khrushchev in the face of 


."agsrassive” action by tne US. 


‘TT, 


Tne Greek Minister expressed total and complete agreement with the US action, 
saying that "It was the cest thing that could possibly have happened for the 
Atlantic Alliance." 


_ Tae Swedish Cnarsé d'affaires said [that he privately very strongly supported 
the US nosizion and felt that the acticn was the best possible thing that could 
nave nappened for the Vest. He went out of his way toexplain] that the Swedish 
statement relative to "reserving their rignts” in connection with and opposing 
any form of blockade was [pro forma in character and was$merely in line with 
sheir neutral vosition and their seneral attitude toward freedom of the high 


“τ seas. He said, however, that he wanted it distinctly understood that this 


statement shoul be coupled with a previous statement made by his government along 
the lines that it was regrettable that the introduction of Soviet missiles in 
Cuba constituted an upset in the balance of power existing between the US and 

he Soviet Union. [The Swedish Chargé's statements and attitude constituted what 
was in effect a repetitious apology for his government not having taken a firm 
stand with the US in this situation.) 


The Austrian First Secretary's comments were noncommittal and constituted 
in general. an expression of hope that the matter would be peacefully resolved. 


The British Minister expressedthimself quite strongly in favor of the US 
action, saying that it was "exactly what was needed." 


Comment: It would appear from the above conversations and from others that both 


the Western-oriented countries and those countries generally referred to as 
"neutral" strongly support the action taken by the US and appear anxious, as 
a matter of fact, to make it clear that their support of this action is stead- 
fast. The Commmist position appears to be shaping up along the line tnat the 
"statesmanlike" action of Mr. Khrushchev has saved the world from catastrophe 
and that the Soviet Union deserves a great deal of credit for its restraint 
and "reasonableness." There is also a peripheral element introduced wherever 
possible of attempting to equate the Soviet missile bases in Cuba with the US 
missile bases in Turkey. This was specifically a Russian ploy pursued by 
Charge d'Affaires Popov in a conversation with the reporting officer at the 
Turkish National Day reception (see Legtel 215). 
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2 sentinuint effort on the part of Communist 
2ar τὺ tne United States is attempting to 


aeewe 


resres gentate ves to make ἐς az: 
suppress the "rights of litvie 5:58 and to avoid the true facts resarding 
Ssviet involvement in turning Cuca into a military Sase controlled by the USSR. 
For theChargé d'Affatres a.1.: 
Turner B. Shelton 
Counselor of Legation 
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